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Mo Brooks files police report over ‘unlawful’
serving of lawsuit on his wife
Updated Jun 07, 2021; Posted Jun 07, 2021

Subscribe

Home

News

Business

Opinion

Sports

Life & Culture

Obituaries

Submit an Obituary

Jobs

Autos

Real Estate

Classifieds

Email newsletters

Mobile Apps

Photos & Videos

Follow Us

Search latest news

Alabama
SET YOUR EDITION

Set Weather

Your role in news and our state’s future.

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CnlY3Wk_OYK66J9KN5LcPs9eywAG2yoivY6varrWMDr_hHhABILfI00dgyZ7Ph-SjpBegAZexmKwCyAEC4AIAqAMByAMIqgTUAk_QQNCPlUMAol9RtamUVWXv9bhCDeFKslrZuHJwZg4Wr_-mTvhnzKg7gcb0QOFCrS8fDl5N5zSpLsrjNevCe_aEevCzKvW_MtE2K1IFFQiXjcK8VD2aJW1Pp2beSpGy4VSFCvbr-yWQRJQ1pfODMAvHyPG3lbKiUT-yir5iUgtAI6rlWwABDZM0JRYDt2-Ybjr0wPCuXNtWgC4MKy3Q_tn-ioNVyN_lxWkLdRymS0l55jFeaw5hHcm0Y_QC0LHn9csKqlQC40Wib9RadzExH48KKGbuPnuJpn6ssZtnE7ln2X7PGz_FgDwupjReH2nI15LMTHG6ZLLMAYL5S39nXHVjCvskXRomW2OT7zcjKpPzKUGUDfxGBw9WUE7R82XyQ8WkiB1bMaCwEVd2g794_DMzJUq3WSRcsyTzs75p0nfl0zvoyG9dXj3XAHl6lCXdEcsPCEPABJ2o_bjNA-AEAaAGAoAH0c7n0wGoB4qcsQKoB9XJG6gH8NkbqAfy2RuoB47OG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH7paxAqgHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUbqAeW2BvYBwHSCAkIgOHAYBABGB2xCevCw7SuTwWdgAoDmAsByAsBuAwB2BMM0BUBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAAScORoySGJFn7mxcEtOAFXlPPA30eOr7Wv8_qr6AI5IL4jUYTF_WvRxOWgU2bDsRWNsBHd7uU4YLuzwBWlHqlWmW5uGlg90T3N5SlTIegzM4rRQo7SJIOTqkRiLwkw9vCL6pnu860Z1wOD2p6dLdIqeII&sig=AOD64_3rJwgdr2n9m2keMuFmMTn0Demmpg&client=ca-pub-2937494567949278&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=2&adurl=https://zolucky.com/collections/friends-reunion%3Fadp%3D12039410,6005502,5920602,7855145,11685510,11970936,11910873,12257581,11756505,12082282,12210289,12352796,G19-HotCha-0619A%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIrs_j0sCk8QIV0gb5AB2zqwwYEAEYASAAEgKDOvD_BwE
https://www.al.com/news
https://www.al.com/
https://www.al.com/
https://www.al.com/news/
https://www.al.com/business/
https://www.al.com/opinion
https://www.al.com/sports/
https://www.al.com/life/
https://www.al.com/obituaries/
https://ezads.al.com/alabama-adportal/obits/index.html
https://www.al.com/jobs/
https://autos.al.com/
https://realestate.al.com/
https://classifieds.al.com/
http://subscription.al.com/newsletters/
https://www.al.com/mobile-device/
https://www.al.com/photosandvideos
https://www.al.com/
https://buy.tinypass.com/checkout/template/'https://AL.com/digitalsubscription/anchor?utm_source=MOD&utm_medium=ACQ-SUP1-110g-min&utm_campaign=ACQ%27


UNITED STATES - AUGUST 4: GOP candidate for U.S. Senate Rep. Mo Brooks, R-Ala., speaks during the U.S. Senate
candidate forum held by the Shelby County Republican Party in Pelham, Ala., on Friday, Aug. 4, 2017. The former Chief
Justice of the Alabama Supreme Court is running in the special election to fill the seat vacated by Attorney General
Jeff Sessions. (Photo By Bill Clark/CQ Roll Call) CQ-Roll Call, Inc via Getty Imag
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By Paul Gattis | pgattis@al.com

U.S. Rep. Mo Brooks followed up on a threat he made on Twitter on Sunday, filing a

trespassing complaint with police over the serving of a lawsuit at his Huntsville home.

Spokesman, Clay Mills, said that Brooks had filed the police report. A process server

for Democratic California Congressman Eric Swalwell, who named Brooks as a

defendant in a lawsuit relating to the siege of the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, served the

papers Sunday on Brooks’ wife, Martha.
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“Swalwell’s process server entered the Brooks’ home without Martha Brooks’

knowledge and without her consent,” Mills said in an email to AL.com. “Then he

refused to leave when Mrs. Brooks demanded it.”

Swalwell’s attorney denied that anything illegal took place.

In a text message to AL.com, Brooks said his wife will seek to have the server arrested

once identified.

“Martha is the witness, not me,” Brooks said in the text. “Martha was interviewed by an

officer and incident report filled out.

“Video will hopefully be available later today. Martha will swear out warrant once perp

properly identified.”

Huntsville police on Monday confirmed the Brooks’ filed a report for criminal trespass.

“Criminal trespass 3rd is a misdemeanor charge,” Huntsville police spokesman Lt.

Jesse Sumlin said in an email. “For a warrant to be sworn out in this case, the victim

would need to meet with a magistrate and present the facts. It would be left up to a

magistrate to decide if a warrant should be issued for the person’s arrest.”
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In an interview Monday on WBHP radio in Huntsville, Martha Brooks described the

encounter with the server that she said left her “terrified.” She said the man served

the papers inside the Brooks’ garage as she returned home from church around noon

Sunday. Martha Brooks said she and her husband immediately contacted police and

filed a report.

Martha Brooks said she “screamed” repeatedly at the man to leave the garage, then

stood behind his vehicle in their driveway long enough to memorize his car tag

number. She said upon exiting her vehicle inside her garage, she was startled by a

process server holding a cell phone about two feet from her face as he videoed their

encounter.
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“Finally, he put the papers on the floor and he said I am leaving the papers here, you

are hereby served Mo Brooks,” Martha Brooks said on WBHP. “And he skee-daddled. I

was standing there like ‘What just happened?’ I realized I need to identify this guy. I
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went outside and walked around. He had parked his car in the driveway. I walked

around to the back of it and stood there and said he would never run me over. I stared

at the license tag until I could memorize it.”

Brooks -- who has announced a campaign to run for U.S. Senate next year -- described

the encounter on Twitter on Sunday, saying that “Swalwell’s team committed a CRIME

by unlawfully sneaking INTO MY HOUSE & accosting my wife.”

Philip Andonian, an attorney for Swalwell, disputed Brooks’ account of illegal activity

in serving the lawsuit in an interview Sunday with CNN.

“No one entered or even attempted to enter the Brooks’ house. That allegation is

completely untrue. A process server lawfully served the papers on Mo Brooks’ wife, as

the federal rules allow,” Andonian told CNN. “This was after her initial efforts to avoid

service. Mo Brooks has no one but himself to blame for the fact that it came to this.

We asked him to waive service, we offered to meet him at a place of his choosing.

Instead of working things out like a civilized person, he engaged in a juvenile game of

Twitter trolling over the past few days and continued to evade service. He demanded

that we serve him. We did just that. The important thing is the complaint has been

served and Mo Brooks can now be held accountable for his role in inciting the deadly

insurrection at the Capitol.”

In the radio interview, Martha Brooks objected to that comment.

“They’re also calling me a liar,” she said, adding that the Brooks’ home security system

captured video of the server entering and exiting the garage.

After Swalwell’s attorneys asked a judge last week for a time extension to serve Brooks

and complained that he was avoiding being served, Brooks began mocking Swalwell

and the lawsuit repeatedly on Twitter.

“We have not done anything to try to avoid it,” Martha Brooks said in the radio

interview. “They just haven’t been where we’ve been. We were having some fun with it

and kind of taunting them a little bit on Twitter. It must have made them mad because

they put on a full-court press this weekend.”

Other defendants in the case – former President Donald Trump, his son Donald Trump

Jr. and his attorney Rudy Giuliani – waived service of the lawsuit and have already filed

motions to dismiss the lawsuit.

Updated today, June 7, 2021, at 9:24 a.m. with comment from Brooks.
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Updated today, June 7, 2021, at 11:15 a.m. with description of encounter by Martha

Brooks.

Updated today, June 7, 2021, at 11:38 a.m. with Huntsville police confirming the report

was filed.

Updated today, June 7, 2021, at 12:21 p.m. with new information throughout.
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